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Motivation
How to quantify business entry/exists in real time ?
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Source: StatCan, Government of Canada
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Motivating Methodologies

Online scraping for real-time economic measurement

The OECD Weekly Tracker of economic activity
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Using deep learning and Google Street View to
estimate the demographic makeup of neighborhoods
across the United States
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THE BILLION PRICES PROJECT

AN ACADEMIC INITIATIVE TO IMPROVE MACROECONOMIC MEASUREMENT

Sources: Billion Prices Project, OECD
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www.thebillionpricesproject.com
www.oecd.org

Broad Research Objectives

Develop automated system to collect real-time business activity:
I Google Places API system, Yelp Fusion API, online dataset from Yel

Cross sectional analysis: on some zip codes of Canada
Time series analysis: proof of concept to track openings and closur
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