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In terms of weak coupling perturbation theory there appear to be only five different consistent superstring
theories known as Type I SO(32), Type IIA, Type IIB, SO(32) Heterotic and E8 x E8 Heterotic. 
  

Type IIB Type IIA E8 x E8 Heterotic SO(32) Heterotic Type I SO(32) 

String Type Closed Closed Closed Closed Open  
(& closed)

10d Supersymmetry N=2  
(chiral)

N=2  
(non-chiral) N=1 N=1 N=1

10d Gauge groups none none E8 x E8 SO(32) SO(32)

D-branes -1,1,3,5,7 0,2,4,6,8 none none 1,5,9
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